
News Release: Data sharing woes are eased 

 

Information sharing will become easier with the availability of a data sharing and interoperability 

software tool in wide use by the Department of Defense (DoD) called the Distributed Data 

Framework, or DDF. Developed to facilitate intelligence sharing throughout DoD, the DDF source 

code and documentation is now available online as an open source project operated by the 

nonprofit, Codice Foundation. As an open source project, the DDF can now be used in 

commercial as well as government projects and is available to international partners. 

 

The DDF is an interoperability software platform that provides secure discovery and retrieval over 

data from a wide array of sources. As the core component of the DCGS Integration Backbone 

(DIB), the DDF is being implemented throughout the Intelligence, Surveillance and 

Reconnaissance (ISR) community and beyond to maximize interoperability between disparate 

computer systems. “Anyone can use DDF to search multiple computer systems securely and at 

scale with the results presented in a meaningful and useful way,” said Lt. Colonel Mark Murray, 

Director of the DCGS Multi-Service Execution Team Office (DMO) where the DIB is managed.  

 

DCGS and broader Defense Intelligence Information Enterprise (DI2E) communities are 

leveraging the DDF to maximize interoperability across multiple programs. “We built DDF on open 

standards and well-established open source software components so that it could be easily 

extended.” said systems architect Michael Menousek of Lockheed Martin. “The goal is to grow an 

ecosystem that developers want to use and one that fosters sharing of software as easily as it 

does information,” he said.  

 

It is this foundation on open standards that positions DDF as a “prime candidate for the open 

source community,” said John Scott, co-founder of the nonprofit Codice Foundation. Codice was 

established to help organizations bring open source technologies out of the government space 

and into the Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) environment. Lockheed Martin has donated 



the DDF copyright to Codice where the tools necessary to support an open source community are 

available. 

 

“Building and supporting a vibrant and active community around DDF as a FOSS project is critical 

to the success of this and any open source project” said Gary Wang, Director of Intelligence 

Systems & Architectures at OUSD(I). “There is a direct correlation between the strength of the 

FOSS community and the benefits inherited by the user community.” Mr. Wang went on to 

encourage the participation in the DDF FOSS project, particularly by anyone interested in 

interoperating with DoD ISR systems.  

 

The open source DDF also has strong backing from the Director of US BICES and International 

Intelligence Programs at OUSD(I), Rich Radcliffe.  "The ability to provide an open source 

information sharing tool directly to our international partners through FOSS channels is something 

we are happy to support" said Mr. Radcliffe. "This new delivery mechanism for DDF significantly 

reduces the barrier to entry for our international partners willing to share data and collaborate 

between systems." 

 

Further details about the DDF FOSS project including links to the code base can be found at the 

Codice Foundation website: http://ddf.codice.org 
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