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Description of Transaction and Public Interest Statement 

By this application, Cox TMI Wireless, L.L.C. ("Cox") and United States Cellular 
Corporation ("USCC"), hereby seek the consent of the Federal Communications Commission 
(the "FCC" or "Commission") to the assignment of the Lower 700 MHz Band A Block 
authorizations listed in Table 1 below.   

 
Table 1 
FCC Call Sign Market Area Band License Expiration 
WQIZ540 BEA118 – Omaha, NE-IA-

MO  
700 MHz Lower Band 
A Block 

06/13/2019 

WQIZ541 BEA122 – Wichita, KS-
OK 

700 MHz Lower Band 
A Block 

06/13/2019 

WQIZ542 BEA123 – Topeka, KS 700 MHz Lower Band 
A Block 

06/13/2019 

WQIZ543 BEA124 – Tulsa, OK-KS 700 MHz Lower Band 
A Block 

06/13/2019 

 
These licenses were granted to Cox on June 26, 2008 following its winning license bids 

in FCC Auction No. 73.  Cox did not utilize bidding credits in Auction No. 73 thus there are no 
unjust enrichment payment issues as discussed in Section 1.2111(d) of the Commission's rules.  
Because the licenses were awarded more than three years ago, the document disclosure 
requirements as contained in Section 1.2111(a) of the Commission's rules also do not apply. 

 
USCC is a majority-owned (83.7%) subsidiary of Telephone and Data Systems, Inc. 

("TDS").  USCC and TDS are the real parties in interest in this application.  Further information 
regarding USCC and TDS can be found in their Forms 602, "Ownership Disclosure for Wireless 
Telecommunications Services'" which are on file with the FCC.  USCC's qualifications as a 
wireless licensee are a matter of public record and have repeatedly been approved by the FCC.1 

 
Grant of the proposed assignment will allow USCC to offer innovative wireless services 

utilizing 700 MHz spectrum in the markets in which the licenses will be acquired, and will allow 
USCC to improve and enhance its voice and data service offerings.  

 
USCC specifically plans to use the 700 MHz spectrum to implement its Long Term 

Evolution ("LTE") deployment in the relevant counties.  Also, as was discussed in its "700 MHz 
Performance Status Report" for all its 700 MHz licenses, filed with the FCC on January 13, 
2012,  Cox, despite making substantial investments in developing mobile service offerings for its 
customers, has not constructed a network for its 700 MHz licenses and is thus not providing 

                                                 
1 See, e.g. Application for Assignment of Authorizations from John C. Turner, Chapter 7 Trustee for MainePCS, 
LLC to United States Cellular Corporation, File No. 0005008845 (granted March 7, 2012). 
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service on its 700 MHz spectrum.  USCC would thus not be displacing an existing competitor in 
the BEAs and would be deploying new service on presently unused spectrum. 

 
In the large majority of acquisition license areas, USCC already provides wireless 

services on cellular and/or PCS frequencies.  As is shown in Attachment A, USCC currently 
directly holds various amounts of CMRS spectrum ranging from 0 MHz to 59 MHz in markets 
overlapping the acquisition license areas.  Moreover, the designated entities Barat Wireless, L.P., 
and King Street Wireless, L.P. (collectively the "Non-Controlled entities"), in both of which 
USCC currently owns an indirect 90% non-controlling interest, hold various amounts of AWS-1 
and 700 MHz B block spectrum in markets overlapping the acquisition license areas.  As a 
consequence of the acquisition, USCC would thus directly hold CMRS spectrum ranging from 
12 MHz to 71 MHz in markets overlapping the acquisition license areas. When the spectrum 
held by the Non-Controlled entities is factored in, USCC would hold attributable spectrum 
ranging from 12 MHz to 101 MHz.  However, in all but one county, USCC's spectrum holdings 
would be far below the 95 MHz "screen" for further processing on competitive issues adopted in 
the 2007 AT&T-Dobson order.2  That screen included 700 MHz spectrum in addition to cellular, 
PCS, and SMR spectrum.   

 
In November, 2008, the FCC adopted a new market specific "screen" to determine which 

markets warrant further scrutiny to determine whether any competitive issues are raised by a 
proposed aggregation of spectrum "suitable for the provision of mobile telephony/broadband 
service." The spectrum screen is 145 MHz for markets where both AWS-1 and BRS spectrum 
are "available for use." For markets in which AWS-1, but not BRS spectrum is available, the 
spectrum screen is 125 MHz and for markets in which BRS, but not AWS-1 spectrum is 
available the spectrum screen is 115 MHz. Finally, for markets in which neither BRS nor AWS- 
1 spectrum is available, the FCC continues to use the 95 MHz screen.3  As noted above, in one 
county, Cass County, NE, when the Non-Controlled entity spectrum is considered, USCC would 
have an attributable interest in 101 MHz of wireless spectrum.  The 20 MHz of spectrum held by 
Barat Wireless, L.P. in Cass County, which results in that 101 MHz spectrum attribution, is 
AWS-1 spectrum.  It therefore is reasonable to apply the 125 MHz spectrum screen, which 
includes AWS-1 spectrum, in that county. BRS spectrum also is available, and accordingly the 
spectrum screen for Cass County, NE would be 145 MHz.4  USCC will thus be 44 MHz below 

                                                 
2 In the Matter of Applications of AT&T Inc. and Dobson Communications Corporation For Consent To Transfer 
Control of Licenses and Authorizations, Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 07-196, released November 19, 
2007, ¶30. 
3 See, e.g., In the Matter of Applications of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless and Atlantis Holdings LLC 
for Consent To Transfer Control of Licenses, Authorizations, and Spectrum Manager and De Facto Transfer 
Leasing Arrangements and Petition For Declaratory Ruling that the Transaction is Consistent with Section 
310(b)(4) of the Communications Act, Memorandum Opinion and Order and Declaratory Ruling, 23 FCC Rcd 
17,444 (2008), ¶64. 
4 It should also be noted that there are licensees using all the AWS-1 frequency blocks in the CMA, EA, and REAG 
license areas overlapping the Omaha BEA.  Cass County is included in the Omaha, NE BTA for BRS licensing 
purposes.  Clearwire was the BRS transition "proponent" for the Omaha BTA and on April 27, 2011 Clearwire filed 
the required buildout showing (File No. 0004706485) reflecting that it had met the applicable construction bench 
marks for the market. 
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the relevant screen in Cass County.  And, as noted above, USCC would be below the pre-2008 
95 MHz screen in all other affected counties.  Thus, the proposed spectrum acquisitions will not 
result in any spectrum aggregation issues. 

 
The licenses sought to be assigned have an initial buildout date of June 13, 2013, by 

which date the licensees must provide signal coverage and offer service over at least 35 percent 
of their BEA geographic areas, which encompass many counties.  See Attachment A.  The 
parties therefore request that the FCC expedite the review of this transaction as much as possible 
to allow USCC adequate time to meet these requirements following closing.  As noted above, 
USCC plans to use the acquired spectrum to develop its "fourth generation" LTE facilities and 
thus serve the public interest. 

 
Accordingly, grant of this application will serve the public interest, convenience and 

necessity and is consistent with the requirements of the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended. 


