
 
 

Before the  
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Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

 ) 
In the Matter of ) 
 ) 
AT&T Mobility Spectrum LLC and  ) ULS File No. 0005337520 
CenturyTel Broadband Wireless, LLC ) 
Seek FCC Consent to the Assignment of  ) 
Lower 700 MHz Band and AWS-1 Licenses )  
 ) 

 

PETITION OF THE COMPETITIVE CARRIERS ASSOCIATION  
FOR CONDITIONS AND CONSOLIDATED TREATMENT 

 
 The Competitive Carriers Association (“CCA”)1 hereby petitions the Commission to 

adopt appropriate conditions in the event that it grants AT&T Mobility Spectrum, LLC’s 

(“AT&T’s”) proposed acquisition of 700 MHz and AWS-1 spectrum from CenturyTel 

Broadband Wireless, LLC (“CenturyTel”), and to consolidate this proceeding with AT&T’s 

pending applications that seek approval for additional spectrum acquisitions.  As CCA recently 

explained in its petition addressing AT&T’s proposed spectrum transaction with Triad 700, the 

substantial aggregation of spectrum in the hands of AT&T and Verizon poses significant 

competitive concerns.2  In particular, the aggregation of scarce spectrum—a critical input for all 

wireless carriers—in the hands of two dominant carriers with market power threatens to 

exacerbate existing competitive problems in the wireless industry, particularly with respect to the 

lack of interoperability in the Lower 700 MHz band, and the inability of competitive carriers to 

obtain data roaming agreements on reasonable terms and conditions.   
                                                 
1  CCA was formerly known as RCA—The Competitive Carriers Association.   
2  See Petition of RCA—The Competitive Carriers Association for Conditions and 

Consolidated Treatment, AT&T Mobility Spectrum LLC and Triad 700, LLC Seek FCC 
Consent to the Assignment of 27 Lower 700 MHz Band B Block Licenses, ULS File No. 
0005286787 (filed Aug. 15, 2012) (“AT&T/Triad petition”).   
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 Consolidation of the various license-transfer applications filed by AT&T is the only 

credible way for the Commission to evaluate the competitive effects of the proposed transfers.  

As CCA explained in the AT&T/Triad petition, the collective impact of the Twin Bells’ various 

efforts to aggregate spectrum will continue to harm competition and exacerbate existing 

marketplace distortions.  Moreover, if the Commission ultimately decides to approve the 

proposed license transfers, it should impose appropriate conditions to protect competition and 

promote the public interest.  This transaction involves both Lower 700 MHz B and C block 

licenses, and as explained in the AT&T/Triad petition, that band presents particular concerns 

regarding both interoperability and data roaming.  The AWS-1 licenses that AT&T seeks to 

acquire raise comparable concerns regarding the loss of a potential roaming partner.  

Accordingly, the Commission should implement an interoperability requirement that ensures 

seamless interoperability across the Lower 700 MHz band, and should adopt a condition to 

ensure the availability of data roaming on reasonable terms and conditions.   

 For these reasons, and for the reasons stated in the AT&T/Triad petition, the Commission 

should consolidate its review of AT&T’s various proposed license acquisitions that raise 

concerns about spectrum aggregation, and impose conditions that will protect competition and 

promote the public interest.   
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