
 
September 2, 2014 

 
The Honorable Marilyn Tavenner 
Administrator 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20201 
 
Electronically submitted to http://regulations.gov 
 
Reference: File code CMS–1612–P 
 
Dear Administrator Tavenner: 
 
The following comments are submitted by the American Telemedicine Association (ATA) about 
the proposed rule for the Medicare Program; Revisions to Payment Policies Under the Physician 
Fee Schedule, Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule, Access to Identifiable Data for the Center for 
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation Models & Other Revisions to Part B for CY 2015. 
 
1. ATA strongly supports the proposed new CPT/HCPCS codes for Medicare telehealth 
coverage in section II.E.3.a (79 FR 40356): 

• CPT code 99354 (prolonged service in the office or other outpatient setting requiring 
direct patient contact beyond the usual service; first hour) 

• CPT code 90355 (prolonged service in the office or other outpatient setting requiring 
direct patient contact beyond the usual service; each additional 30 minutes) 

• CPT code 90845 (psychoanalysis) 
• CPT code 90846 (family psychotherapy (without the patient present)) 
• CPT code 90847 (family psychotherapy (conjoint psychotherapy)(with patient present)) 
• HCPCS code G0438 (annual wellness visit; includes a personalized prevention plan of 

service, initial visit) 
• HCPCS code G0439 (annual wellness visit, includes a personalized prevention plan of 

service, subsequent visit) 
 
We appreciate CMS making explicit that two CPT codes for computer-based psychological 
testing are payable in the same way as other physicians’ services and not as telehealth services, 
with accompanying severe restrictions: 

• 96103 (psychological testing (includes psychodiagnostic assessment of emotionality, 
intellectual abilities, personality and psychopathology, eg, MMPI), administered by a 
computer, with qualified health care professional interpretation and report) 

• 96120 (neuropsychological testing (eg, Wisconsin Card Sorting Test), administered by a 
computer, with qualified health care professional interpretation and report). 
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2. ATA strongly supports, in general, the proposed coverage for complex chronic care 
management services in section II.G. (79 FR 40364).   
 
For purposes of specific comments on CCM, we are joining with other stakeholders in a separate 
comment letter.  In addition, we support the more detailed comments on this issue submitted by 
Qualcomm and its medical subsidiary Qualcomm Life. 
 
3. ATA strongly urges CMS to update its payment policies to recognize that remote 
technology allows clinically safe intraoperative neurophysiological monitoring (IONM) of 
more than one patient concurrently. 
 
We suggest that CMS decision to not pay for CPT code 95941 and to restrict HCPCS code 
G0453 for only one patient crosses the line set by the very first provision of Medicare law: 
“Nothing in this title shall be construed to authorize any Federal officer or employee to exercise 
any supervision or control over the practice of medicine or the manner in which medical services 
are provided…” (emphasis added). 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jonathan D. Linkous 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

American Telemedicine Association 
1100 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 540, Washington, DC · 202-223-3333 


