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News Release  
    

 
 

Monheim, Germany, November 26, 2014 – Veterinarians and farmers now have a simple and 

convenient tool to accurately assess the health condition of their dairy cows and detect possible 

metabolic disorders with Bayer HealthCare Animal Health’s innovative BCS Cowdition 

smartphone application. The BCS Cowdition application is designed to help simplify and 

standardize the scoring of dairy cows’ body condition, which is a vital part of good herd 

management. 

 

Every farmer has cattle that are too fat or thin for their stage of lactation, which can lead to lost 

milk production, decreased fertility, or costly disease treatments. Body Condition Scoring (BCS) 

is a known method used by farmers and veterinarians to assess the body fat reserves carried by 

a dairy cow, and from thereon take the necessary action.  

 

“Body condition scoring is an important part of herd health management as metabolic disorders 

are one of the key conditions affecting the well-being and productivity of dairy cows. Farmers 

need to score the body condition of their dairy cows regularly to ensure that they are healthy. 

There are a number of scoring systems around the world, but the common challenge lies in 

getting the scoring done efficiently and accurately,” said Dr Gabriel A. Bó, President of the 

Institute of Animal Reproduction Córdoba in Argentina.  

 

BCS Cowdition is an innovative enhancement of Bayer´s five-step BCS system that aids 

farmers and veterinarians with detailed descriptions and images of cows of various health 

conditions ranging from under-nourished and ideal, to overweight. With the new smartphone 

application, a farmer or veterinarian just needs to take photos of the cow and then simply follow 

the steps to select a line type, position it and adjust it along the appropriate lines of the body, 

and then simply read the BCS result.  
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accuracy of body condition scoring for dairy cows 



 

Page 2 of 3 

 

“I was impressed at how practical and easy BCS Cowdition is to use. Previously, farmers 

needed experience and a practiced eye to look at and handle a cow´s backbone, loin and rump 

areas, and then manually compare it with a description or image of the ´ideal´ state for the 

cow´s stage of lactation. Scoring an entire herd of cows properly can be a very subjective and 

time consuming affair. BCS Cowdition is a very welcome innovation in herd management as it 

guides and helps farmers enhance the accuracy and standardization of the scoring across an 

entire herd of dairy cows,” Dr Bó added.  

 

“We challenged ourselves to take innovation a few steps further, and we are pleased to be able 

to offer dairy farmers and veterinarians around the world a solution in a practical and easy to 

use smartphone application that would help them manage the health of their herd better,” said 

Dr Douglas Hutchens, Chief Veterinary Officer and Head of Global Development at Bayer 

HealthCare Animal Health.  

 

Bayer continually seeks to offer solutions that help keep animals healthy, in line with its mission 

of Science For A Better Life. The BCS Cowdition application was designed by the team at 

Bayer in partnership with the Fraunhofer Institute for Applied Information Technology FIT in 

Germany. It applies technology in a practical way to help farmers and veterinarians complete 

the body condition scoring process faster, more accurately, and as often as needed.  

 

Further elaborating on the practicality of the application and how it helps keep dairy cows 

healthy, Wolfgang Mueller, Head of Global Marketing Farm Animal Products at Bayer 

HealthCare Animal Health, added, “BCS Cowdition also gives farmers a risk assessment of 

various diseases, the causes and signs with each reading so that they can take appropriate 

action. The next upgrade of the application will allow tracking of the progress of each cow based 

on its ear tag number, and will prompt farmers and veterinarians for the next BCS assessment 

according to the cow´s score.”  

  

Bayer HealthCare Animal Health´s BCS Cowdition is available free-for-download from the 

AppStore and GooglePlay in eight languages: English, Chinese, Dutch, French, German, 

Portuguese, Spanish, and Turkish. More information on the application is available at 

http://www.animalhealth.bayer.com/5770.0.html. 
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About Bayer HealthCare  

The Bayer Group is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health care, 

agriculture and high-tech materials. Bayer HealthCare, a subgroup of Bayer AG with annual 

sales of EUR 18.9 billion (2013), is one of the world's leading, innovative companies in the 

healthcare and medical products industry and is based in Leverkusen, Germany. The company 

combines the global activities of the Animal Health, Consumer Care, Medical Care and 

Pharmaceuticals divisions. Bayer HealthCare's aim is to discover, develop, manufacture and 

market products that will improve human and animal health worldwide. Bayer HealthCare has a 

global workforce of 56,000 employees (Dec 31, 2013) and is represented in more than 100 

countries. More information at www.healthcare.bayer.com. 

 

Our online press service is just a click away: press.healthcare.bayer.com   

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter as Bayer4Animals  

 

 

Contact:  
Janice Chow, Tel. +49 2173 38 5649 

E-Mail: janice.chow@bayer.com 

 

 
Forward-Looking Statements  
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer Group or 
subgroup management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences 
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates given here. 
These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on the Bayer website at www.bayer.com. The 
company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or 
developments.  


