
   

Pharma Action Factory starts Production  
  

+++ Aurea Factory will produce 30 tonnes of crude Heparin "Made in 

       Germany"  

+++ Traceable processes with certified quality  

+++ Through the manufacture of heparin, the Toennies Group enters the 

       pharmaceutical market  

 

Rheda-Wiedenbrueck, 5 November 2014. The opening ceremony for Pharma Action's new 

factory located in the Aurea industrial park took place yesterday. The factory, which will 

produce the pharmaceutical intermediate crude heparin, will start production in the 4th quarter 

of 2014. This will enable the possibility to process around 60% of Europe's traceable heparin 

raw material in Germany. Toennies, a global company with many years of experience and 

expertise in the meat industry, fulfills all international requirements with respect to quality and 

hygiene. This expertise also ensures the complete traceability of the heparin raw material 

(pig intestinal mucosa). The opening event was attended by Garrelt Duin, Northrhine-

Westphalia's Minister for Economic Affairs, as well as numerous mayors and other political 

and economic decision makers.  

State-of-the-Art Production Plant  

In the winter of 2013, the ground-breaking ceremony took place for Pharma Action's factory 

situated in the Aurea industrial park located in Rheda-Wiedenbrueck. In the near future, the 

3500 m² production area, endowed with novel and state-of-the-art equipment, will use 

innovative techniques to process the raw material of the anticoagulant heparin. The slogan 

"Made in Germany" embodies Pharma Action's company mission through which product 

quality, as rated by internationally accepted standards, is ensured. This is because the origin 

of the product is completely traceable. This is guaranteed by the Toennies Group that has 

the inline-production system consisting of slaughtering, dissection, preparation, consumer-

ready packing and shipment all under one roof. Consequently, a closed-loop supply chain 

exists, enabling the precise tracking of the origin/source of the raw material for their products. 

This also applies to the pig intestinal mucosa that will be transported to the Aurea factory for 

heparin extraction. 

Minister Duin about the collaboration between Toennies and Pharma Action  

After the welcome speech by Clemens Toennies and a speech from Pharma Action's 

managing director Erol Thomas Isim, Northrhine-Westphalia's Minister for Economic Affairs 

Garrelt Duin said: “Northrhine-Westphalia is Germany’s third most significant region for the 

pharmaceutical industry, and East-Westphalia is a good place for innovation and investment. 

There are excellent opportunities and a well-developed infrastructure, making it ideal to start 

a business here. I wish all members of staff involved in the new project in Rheda-

Wiedenbrueck every success.”  



   

Toennies enters the Pharmaceutical Market 

The decision to branch into the pharmaceutical industry was something that Toennies had 

been considering for many years. With the acquirement of a controlling stake in Pharma 

Action, Toennies is able to capitalise on the synergies between both companies: the pig 

intestinal mucosa generated by the slaughter of pigs at Toennies is then converted by 

Pharma Action into crude heparin. This is then further refined to the heparin drug (an 

anticoagulant) that is widely used, for example, in the prevention and treatment of embolisms 

and thrombosis, or in surgical operations or for the treatment of heart disease. Production at 

Pharma Action's factory in Rheda-Wiedenbrueck will commence already in the 4th quarter of 

2014, which if operated at full capacity, will be able to process around 60% of Europe's 

traceable heparin raw material. For the first time, it is possible to produce large amounts of 

heparin drug substance, all from one source. 

Safety through Secure Origin and Quality 

Pharma Action will shortly be able to offer to producers of finished medicinal products large 

quantities of finished medicinal products containing safe "Hepasafe®" drugs, which by virtue 

of the "Hepatrace®" System are completely traceable. Pharma Action's brand "Hepasafe®" 

stands for high medicinal product quality, derived from a secure source. The "Hepasafe®" 

pharmaceutical ingredient contributes to the overall safety of the finished medicinal product 

and therefore provides an additional argument to use products with this unique selling point. 

Clemens Toennies endorses Pharmaceutical Activities 

During the opening ceremony's welcome speech Clemens Toennies, Managing Director of 

the Toennies Group, explained the significance of the new processing plant. "We constantly 

develop, evolve, and seek new and attractive possibilities to position ourselves for the future. 

By entering the pharmaceutical market, we show the company's potential and the 

opportunities it has for the future" said Mr. Toennies. 

Managing Director Mr Isim provides Details 

To follow on, Erol Thomas Isim, Managing Director of Pharma Action, shared with the 

audience insights into the production of heparin from raw material to end drug product. He 

emphasised that both companies place considerable value on the quality of the end 

products, which are intentionally labelled as "Made in Germany". Products that are produced 

in Germany are typically associated with high quality and reliability. Isim said: "Both Toennies 

and Pharma Action will do everything to ensure that these assumptions are justified, and 

continue to introduce measures to further enhance product safety". Mr Isim is convinced that 

the excellent reputation that German products enjoy worldwide will ensure that there will be 

high demand for the products. Therefore, it is currently planned to market the large amount 

of medicinal product in various countries around the world. In addition to Europe, particular 

focus will be given to the markets of the US and Japan.  

Prof. Susanne Alban explains the Meaning of Heparin  

The event concluded with a keynote lecture about heparin and its medicinal applications 

given by Professor Susanne Alban, Professor of Pharmaceutical Biology at the Christian-



   

Albrechts-University in Kiel. Prof. Alban has for many years been actively involved in 

research focussed on heparin's composition, production and therapeutic effect. Her talk 

summarised current research in the area and gave a perspective on relevant topics for the 

industrial manufacture of heparin. 

Outstanding Production Processes deliver unique Medicinal Products  

The endorsements "Hepasafe®" and "GMP" (Good Manufacturing Practice) distinguish the 

products as being of highest quality. "Hepasafe®" is founded on the "Hepatrace®" quality 

system and guarantees "Made in Germany" traceability and safety. The GMP-certificate 

represents the attainment of the strictest regulations with respect to production processes 

and product quality. Toennies and Pharma Action are proud to be able classify the products 

as such, and to offer them to customers.  

 

Pharma Action GmbH: 
Pharma Action GmbH is based in Berlin and has been active in the pharmaceutical market 
for over 25 years. The company produces heparin active pharmaceutical ingredients at its 
location in the Innovationspark Berlin-Wuhlheide (Germany), as well as trading in a diverse 
portfolio of heparin products. Pharma Action also provides GMP-production consultancy 
services to manufacturers, specialising in process technologies for heparin production. 
For more information visit: www.pharma-action.com 
 
 
Toennies: 
The Toennies group operates worldwide and has dedicated meat, convenience, ingredients 
and logistics divisions. Founded in 1971, the family-owned business's core activities are the 
slaughtering, butchering and processing of swine and cattle. Consumers know them best for 
their brands »Tillman’s« and »Toasty«. Tillman’s is the German market leader in ready-to-
sell, pre-packed fresh meat and also offers a broad range of convenience products. 
The company is headquartered in Rheda-Wiedenbrück. Toennies currently employs 
approximately 8,000 people across seven German and one Danish production facility. The 
Toennies group is highly active worldwide, and with 25 international offices, is always closely 
in touch with the market. Around 50% of Toennies' production is exported. 
For more information visit: www.toennies.de 
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