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Health IT Now Responds to President’s Fiscal Year 2017 Budget 

 

Washington, DC – Health IT Now (HITN) in response to the President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 budget: 

 

HITN commends President Obama for including a number of important issues in his FY 2017 budget.  

 

In particular, HITN supports provisions on telehealth, the Cancer Moonshot, the Precision Medicine 

Initiative (PMI), and interoperability.  

 

 HITN sees telehealth reimbursement as a critical step in supporting the use of technology to 

improve health outcomes and lower costs. We applaud the president for raising awareness of the 

need for reforms to telehealth reimbursement under Medicare.  

 

 The Cancer Moonshot and PMI are important steps to cure cancer and other diseases. In order to 

be successful, both PMI and the Moonshot will need funding, robust data, sophisticated health IT, 

advanced computing capabilities, and large datasets.  
 

 To maximize the initiatives’ chances for success, Congress must address modernizing the health 

regulatory framework, improve health information sharing through interoperability and an end to 

information blocking, modern electronic clinical trials matching, and a modern consent process for 

individuals volunteering in research.  
 

 Fortunately, many of these policies are included in the HELP Innovation bills or in the House-

passed 21st Century Cures Act.  

 

Our nation is at a critical turning point in the use of technology to improve care and empower patients. 

HITN looks forward to working with both the Congress and the administration to advance policies 

necessary to advance the use of technology in healthcare.   

 

About Health IT Now: Health IT Now (HITN) is a broad based coalition of patient groups, provider 

organizations, employers, and payers that supports incentives to deploy health information technology to 

improve care, patient outcomes, and to lower costs. Learn more at www.healthitnow.org. 
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