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Statement on Draft Senate Health, Labor Education and Pension 
Committee Bill on Health Information Technology 

 
Statement by CHIME President and CEO Russell Branzell 

 
For Immediate Release 

 
ANN ARBOR, MI, January 20, 2016 — The draft legislation released today by Senate HELP 
Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) tackles 
several issues that, if addressed appropriately, will help advance the digitization of the nation’s healthcare 
system. CHIME is especially encouraged that the bill would direct the Government Accountability Office 
to conduct a study on patient matching. In particular, it asks GAO to evaluate current methods for 
patient matching and to determine if the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information 
Technology could take steps to improve patient matching rates. 
 
Yesterday, CHIME launched its $1 million National Patient ID Challenge, which seeks to find a private, 
accurate and safe way of identifying patients. Accurate patient identification is central to improving 
patient matching, as well as increasing health information exchange and interoperability.  
 
We are also encouraged that the draft bill seeks to reduce the administrative burden on healthcare 
providers by aligning and simplifying quality measure programs. And, we support the draft bill’s call for 
greater transparency on certified health information technology.  
 
We will be studying the draft language in closer detail and look forward to working with the committee as 
it moves the bill through the legislative process. 

 
About CHIME 
The College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME) is an executive organization 
dedicated to serving chief information officers and other senior healthcare IT leaders. With more than 
1,700 CIO members and over 150 healthcare IT vendors and professional services firms, CHIME 
provides a highly interactive, trusted environment enabling senior professional and industry leaders to 
collaborate; exchange best practices; address professional development needs; and advocate the effective 
use of information management to improve the health and healthcare in the communities they serve. For 
more information, please visit chimecentral.org.  
 
Contact:  
Matthew Weinstock 
Director of Communications and Public Relations, CHIME 

https://herox.com/PatientIDChallenge
http://chimecentral.org/
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734.249.8917, mweinstock@chimecentral.org 
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